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history, the University of Edinburgh was launched
on its new career.

In 1859 the first Chancellor was chosen by
the Council, and the first Rector by the under-
graduates. Brougham was made Chancellor and
Gladstone Rector, Council and Court then began
to exercise their functions. We all felt that it
was the morning of a new life in the old College,
now connected with the great world by this associ-
ation with an omniscient celebrity of the past
generation, and with the chief statesman of the
coming age. Brougham's early ties with Edin-
burgh, by birth, as an old alumnus, and as the
grand-nephew of Principal Robertson, were not
forgotten.

Another change was coincident. In 1859
Principal Lee died, a learned and eccentric eccles-
iastic. The era of lay principals opened. The
most eminent man of science in Scotland was
made Head of the College. Sir David Brewster,
then in his seventy-ninth year, diffused academic
spirit and a benign social influence among us,
with the added lustre of his name, during nine
following years. One of his first public duties
was to preside at the inaugural addresses of the
Chancellor and the Rector, and over the associ-d for the first time in itse advance of the nineteenthhistory
